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Fruit flies are more attracted to fruit than meat. 

 

Materials: 

 (2) 20 oz. plastic water bottles 

 Scissors 

 Tape 

 Paper 

 Green apple cubes 

 Small piece of raw chicken 

 

Step 1: 

First I took a water bottle and cut it where 

to top starts to curve. I added a few pieces 

of cut green apple to the bottom of the 

bottle, and then I turned to top part upside 

down and put into the bottom part of the 

bottle, creating a cone. Then I used a sticky 

note to create a paper cone with a small 

opening and put it into the bottle lid so the 

flies could only get in. I did the same thing 

with the second bottle, only with meat 

instead of apples. 

Step 2: 

I put the fly traps in the window sill in the 

kitchen, with a wine bottle in between 

them. Then I waited and observed for 3 

days. 

 



 

 

I found that: 

@ 6 hours: 

No flies 

 

 

@ 24 hours: 

A few flies in 

the meat 

bottle. No flies 

in the fruit 

bottle 

@ 48 hours: 

A lot of flies in 

the meat 

bottle. A few 

flies in the fruit 

bottle. 

@ 36 hours: 

A ton of flies in 

the meat 

bottle. Only a 

few in the fruit 

bottle. 

 

 

 
 

I learned that: 

Fruit flies prefer meat to cut fruit. 
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I can make a fossil. 

 

Materials: 

 Dirt 

 Water 

 Leaves, twigs 

 Plaster of paris 

 Plastic cup 

 Scissors 

 Sheet of metal (garbage can lid) 

Step 1: 

I found a place with loose dirt 

on the ground. I put a sheet of 

paper on the ground and 

gathered up the dirt on top of 

it. I added a little bit of water 

to make it damp. Paper didn’t 

work as a base because the 

water made it fall apart.  

 

Step 2: 

Since paper didn’t work out so 

well, I used metal as a backing. 

I added the mud and shaped it 

into a flat surface. Then I took 

a leaf and pressed it into the 

mud to make an impression.  

Step 3: 

I took a plastic cup and cut the 

bottom off of it to make a ring. 

I put the ring around the leaf 

impression and filled the mold 

with plaster of paris. When the 

plaster was dry, I removed it 

from the impression. 

Step 4:  

I assembled the project on the 

bare concrete on our patio and 

let the mud dry. Then I 

repeated the ring and plaster. 

 



 

 

I found that: 

 Paper didn’t work as a backing. The metal I used was curved and had a lip 

around the edge to keep the material inside it. 

 The mud I used did not create a clear impression of the leaf.  

 The shield did not work because it was curved. The mud broke apart before 

the mold could set.  

 The leaf impression was too fragile; it would break apart if I pressed too 

hard. 

 

 

 
 

I learned that: 

Leaves are too fragile to make impression fossils. Next time, I will use my hand 

or  foot or an animal print to make a cast mold. 



 

 


